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Introduction

This handbook will familiarize you with the Hutto ISD Virtual Academy and provide information about
the school’s policies and operating procedures. You should read, understand and comply with all
provisions of the handbook. No school handbook can anticipate every  circumstance or question about
policy. As HVA continues to grow, the need to revise,  supplement or rescind any policies or portions of
the handbook may occur as HVA deems  appropriate. HVA reserves the right to do so at its sole and
absolute discretion. Parents or guardians, of course, will be notified of such changes to the handbook
as they occur.

HVA delivers curriculum in an innovative online environment and requires the daily  engagement of a
caring adult in each student’s life who can manage and supervise the day-to-day instruction. Highly
qualified teachers work in partnership with each family to ensure that  every child is making adequate
progress. HVA is dedicated to building strong partnerships  which are designed to maximize each
student’s achievement.

From the Principal

Welcome HIpponation  Virtual Academy Students and Families,

It’s an honor and privilege to launch our new Hipponation Virtual Academy.   I am thrilled to work with
parents and students to focus on education and our students’ success.  Even though we have been
presented with negative health challenges, it has granted us positive opportunities in which we can
branch out from the traditional way school has been done in the past.  I look forward to building a
partnership with you as we embark on a new journey in education.

The virtual team has worked tirelessly to provide you with the 2021-2022 edition of the Hipponation
Virtual Academy  (HVA) Student and Parent Handbook. The handbook will be your primary source for
information about our expectations for students, our program and services, and the roles and
responsibilities of families and school staff in the online educational process.

This edition contains information on numerous topics that impact our students on a daily basis.  It is
important that all guardians and students are familiar with the information. As such, we encourage
families to set aside time to review and discuss the contents of the handbook  together.

Our staff works to meet the needs of all of our learners and provides the opportunity for all of  our
students to experience personal successes each and every day.

Effective communication between school and home is a key component of a successful school/home
relationship and we hope you find this handbook a starting point for that  communication.

I look forward to working with you!

Jacqueline A. Casey, Administrator

Hutto Independent School District Vision and Mission Statement

Vision: Hutto ISD aspires to be the premier choice in education through innovation, leadership, and
diversity.

Mission: Hippo Nation inspires excellence in academics, character, and community.



Program Overview

HVA combines a proven and rigorous, technology-delivered instructional experience.  Instruction by a
highly-qualified, Texas-certified, professional teacher with high expectations, delivers an experience
that will enable Texas students to cross the divide to a future empowered by a successful education.

HVA offers a semester course schedule.  We encourage students to keep up daily with their homework
and assignments. All courses must be 100% complete by the end of a semester.

Each student will benefit from the direction provided through a professional learning community
composed of a supervising HVA state-certified teacher, HVA school counselor,  Administrator and
enriched by the daily support and encouragement of their parent/guardian.

Students attend live classes (Live Lesson) which meet online for at least one-half hour during the week
to cover the core subjects. Students use technology to learn and interact in class, participate in
assigned threaded discussions and develop “21st century” collaborative skills that are important in
today’s academic setting.

Students have access to assistance with any course via Live Lesson. Teachers are available during office
hours—check individual teacher biographies for availability.

The hallmark of the HVA program is the daily support of the home parent or guardian. The program
depends upon a strong foundation of communication between the teacher and the parent/guardian
and is most successful  when the parent/guardian is actively engaged in each day of instruction.
Parents/guardians are able and  encouraged to monitor their student’s progress by logging into the
Connexus learning management system at https://hipponationva.lms.pearsonconnexus.com.

Hutto Virtual Academy Commitments

HVA is committed to meeting each student’s current achievement level and to working collaboratively
with all stakeholders to help students achieve academic and personal success. In order for each student
to achieve personal success, HVA makes the following commitments:

Students will receive individualized instruction from a highly qualified teacher. The parent/guardian will
provide daily support and guidance to ensure that the student is staying on task, keeping pace, and
achieving mastery of key concepts and indicators.

● The school will operate with the best interests of the student in mind.
● Students and parents/guardians will be contacted on a regular basis and will be  treated as a

partner in the common goals of student academic success.
● Community events will be organized to foster social interaction.
● Individual Education Plans and Free and Appropriate Public Education requirements will  be

followed to meet the special needs of each student.
● The school will assist the  parent/guardian who chooses to transfer their child out of HVA by

providing school records and other materials as needed.
● The school will comply with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act.
● The school will make every attempt to incorporate all stakeholders’ feedback to make

improvements to the program.
● The school will provide students with highly qualified teachers, a structured  instructional

program, curriculum and instructional materials.

https://hipponationva.lms.pearsonconnexus.com


School Information
Hutto ISD Central Administration Office

200 College Street

Hutto, TX 78634

Phone: (512) 759-3771 Fax: (512)759-4796

Office Hours 8 am - 5 pm, Monday-Friday

HVA Staff
Administrator: Jacqueline Casey, jacqueline.casey@huttoisd.net

Administration

Dr. Celina Estrada Thomas, Superintendent of Schools

Dr. Robert Sormani, Associate Superintendent of instruction & Innovation

Dr. Meredith Roddy, Director of Curriculum K-12

Technology Support

The Hutto ISD Technology Department inspires excellence by providing robust and reliable technology
with excellent customer service to support 21st century learning for staff and students within the
District. Technology support helps families with issues relating to the Connexus Learning Management
System basic logon help, Chromebooks, or District managed systems.

Regular Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Chat Support: Start a chat session

2021-2022 School Calendar

HVA students are required to complete the equivalent of 175 school days. The 2021-2022 school year
calendar, including holidays, is below:

August 17: First day of school

September 6: Student/Staff Holiday

October 11: Student/Staff Holiday

November 11: Student/Staff Holiday

November 22-26: Thanksgiving Break

December 20-January 3: Winter Break

February 21: Student Holiday

March 14-18: Spring Break

April 15: Student/Staff Holiday

mailto:jacqueline.casey@huttoisd.net
https://huttoisd.tawk.help/


May 26: Last day of School

The full calendar may be accessed on this Hutto ISD Website.

Policies and Procedures

Attendance

HVA abides by Texas state law regarding attendance. Whether a school is virtual or “brick  and mortar,”
consistent attendance and participation are imperative for any student to  succeed.  We will follow
these guidelines:

1. Attendance will be taken daily.

2. Students are expected to attend their synchronous  class sessions online and demonstrate daily

progress in assigned activities for all classes.

3. A student must “engage” in each class each day in order to be counted present.

a. Student engagement is defined as follows:

i. During synchronous classes, students demonstrate engagement by listening to

the instructions, participate in class discussions, and complete tasks as assigned.

ii. During asynchronous times, students will demonstrate engagement by

completing assignments and demonstrating progress through the Pearson online

learning software.  Student asynchronous time can take place anytime between 7

am and 11:59 pm except.

b. Engagement will be tracked via one of the following:

i. Teacher interactions: Students will engage in synchronous learning with teachers

on a schedule defined by the teacher.  Additionally, students may be requested

to check-in with their teacher during scheduled tutorials or small group

discussions.

ii. Daily progress in the LMS: Students will have at minimum a daily assignment or

question related to the day’s learning objective for every subject which will be

the equivalent of 240 minutes of instructional time.  It is not expected that

students complete exactly 240 minutes of instructional time a day.  This time will

fluctuate depending on the difficulty level of the online assignments.

4. Following an absence, a parent should submit an absence note* to the HVA principal or

registrar with the following details:

a. Student first and last name

b. Grade

c. ID number (if known)

d. Date of absence

e. Reason for absence

*Notes can be emailed to the campus attendance email address which can be found at

hipponation.org/atttendance.

5. Viewing Attendance

You may view your student’s attendance at any time through Family Access. Just login

and select the attendance tab. Please look for Unexcused (U) or (W) absences, as those

are the ones that count against you for truancy.

6. Absence Notifications

https://www.hipponation.org/domain/246


You will receive an absence notification (call/email)when your student has been marked

absent. This is a friendly reminder you need to submit a note theo the Attendance

Office.

7. Truancy

State law dictates that children who are enrolled in Pre-Kindergarten or Kindergarten, as

well as those aged 6-19, must attend school.  Any student absent without

parent/guardian or school permission and documentation will be considered truant.

Students with more than 5 as unexcused absences may be returned to in-person

learning.

All students with unexcused absences for ten or more days or parts of days in a

six-month period will be reported to the state and will result in expulsion from HVA.  It

may also result in a referral to truancy court.

8. 90% Rule

To receive credit or a final grade in a class, students must

attend at least 90% of the days the class is offered.

Course assignments are planned with the assumption that students participate in each course daily so

they may complete all work by the end of the term. This policy recognizes  student attendance and

course completion are a joint responsibility to be shared by the  student and parent/guardian. Parents

are required to log their student’s attendance into the Connexus LMS.

Progress concerns will be addressed by Pearson Connections and HVA educators. Upon logging  in, a
student and his/her Caretaker can see if the student is “On Track,” “Approaching Alarm” or  “Alarm,”
based on progress. Connections sends a webmail to students if progress is  problematic. Connections
teachers individually contact students of concern. Students who  drop below expected progress levels
will be contacted by the local HVA educators to arrange a  support and improvement plan.

With online flexibility comes the responsibility to make progress. The Texas Education Agency has
stressed that students who fail to consistently participate, may be transferred to in-person classes.

Expected Progress for the 2021-2022 School Year

Semester Expectations

Because the first semester is incomplete, we will average previous
grades from campus with grades from the virtual academy.

By the date listed, the correlating percentage of work is expected to be
complete in each course.

Truancy

A student will be considered truant for five (5) consecutive, unexcused absences. A student will  be
considered a habitual truant when the student is absent from school without an acceptable excuse for
ten (10) or more days during a school semester.

HVA will make numerous efforts to inform the student and parent/guardian of the student’s  “Failure to
Participate.” The student is first and foremost responsible for logging onto the LMS  daily and making
adequate progress.



A student whose lack of participation results in a “Habitual Truancy” status will be removed from HVA
and required to return to in-person instruction at their home campus.

Reporting Absences

We realize there may be times when an illness may prevent a student from logging in to the  LMS.
However, since students can attend school from their home 24 hours a day, seven days a  week,
excused absences should be few, far between and due to extreme circumstances.  Parents/guardians
are required to log their student’s absences into the LMS.

An illness lasting more than three (3) school days will require a note from a doctor/clinic for our
attendance files. The excuse must specify the health condition and why it prevents attendance  at the
online school. The note may be faxed, emailed or web mailed to the HVA administrative offices.

Within 48 hours of returning to school after an absence the student must bring a note signed by the
parent that describes the reason for the absence. A note signed by the student, even with the parent’s
permission, will not be accepted unless the student is age 19 or older or is an  emancipated minor
under state law. All student absences must be verified in writing by a parent. Written verification of the
absence must be received by the school attendance office within 48 hours of a student's return to
school. Documented phone calls will not take the place of a note sent to school by the parents. It is
best to submit a handwritten note directly to the attendance office. However a faxed copy of a parent's
note or a scanned and emailed copy of a parent's note is acceptable. Both faxed and emailed notes
must have an original parent's signature (not a typed, cursive font). If a note is not received within 48
hours of a student' return, the absence then becomes unexcused. All notes from parents should include
the following: full legal name of student, student's grade, student’s lunch code, date of absence, reason
for absence, parent's signature, parent's phone number, and current date. The campus will document
in its attendance records for the student whether the absence is considered by the district to be
excused or unexcused.

NOTE: Unless the absence is for a statutorily allowed reason under compulsory attendance laws, the
district is not required to excuse any absence, even if the parent provides a note explaining the
absence.

Doctor’s Note after an Absence for Illness (All Grade Levels)

Within 48 hours of returning to school, a student absent for more than 3 consecutive days because of a
personal illness must bring a statement from a doctor or health clinic verifying the illness or condition
that caused the student’s extended absence from school. Otherwise, the student’s absence may be
considered unexcused and, if so, would be considered to be in violation of compulsory attendance
laws. Should the student develop a questionable pattern of absences, the principal or attendance
committee may require a statement from a doctor or health clinic verifying the illness or condition that
caused the student’s absence from school in order to determine whether the absence or absences will
be excused or unexcused.

Certification of Absence Due to Severe Illness or Treatment

If a student is absent because of a serious or life-threatening illness or related treatment that makes a
student’s attendance infeasible, a parent must provide certification from a physician licensed to
practice in Texas specifying the student’s illness and the anticipated period of absence related to the
illness or treatment.



Teacher Work Day

Most Pearson online teachers are available 8 a.m.-4 p.m. CST, Monday through Friday. Some  may have
evening office hours. Teachers do not return parent/student calls or emails in the evening, during the
weekend or during a school holiday.

Emergency Closure Procedure

Due to the online format of HVA, there is no need to cancel an academic day due to poor weather
conditions. However, the local HVA administrative office may close in the event of  inclement weather.
Also, due to weather conditions, all scheduled events will be cancelled if the Hutto School District is
closed. Cancellation notifications will be distributed through the media and email or phone calls.

Expectations

Student Expectations

● Students will always present their very best effort.
● All work submitted will be the authentic work of the student. Unit tests must be completed

independently with no assistance.
● Students will work the equivalent of 240 minutes per day spread out among the four core

subjects.
● Students will submit all required assignments to their teacher within the designated time frame.
● Students will attend and actively participate in live classes and online threaded discussions.
● Students will successfully complete all courses.

Parent/Guardian Expectations

● Parents/guardians will work daily with their student to ensure consistent progress.
● Parents/guardians will provide an adequate study area equipped with the appropriate tools for

each student.
● Parents/guardians will ensure that internet connections are available and maintained for the

duration of the student’s enrollment.
● Parents/guardians will ensure that their contact information is current and communicate any

changes to HVA offices.
● Parents/guardians will check the LMS (Pearson Connexus) home page daily for school-wide

announcements.
● Parents/guardians will ensure their child makes daily progress by logging into their student’s

daily attendance within Pearson Connexus LMS.
● Parents/guardians will respond to email and phone messages from the school within 24 hours

to ensure the timeliness of all communications. Webmail is HVA’s primary method of  contact.
● Parents/guardians will maintain a working phone that can be used by teachers and the school

office for regular contact.
● Parents/guardians will make all necessary arrangements to ensure that their students attend

and complete the annual state assessments.

Supervising Teachers Expectations

● Teachers will communicate clearly and frequently with students and guardians.



● Teachers will project a courteous and professional demeanor and model appropriate
communication with students and guardians.

● Teachers will provide appropriate, differentiated and professional instruction to each  student.
● Teachers will always act upon the primary consideration of what is in the student’s best

interest.
● Teachers will actively pursue professional development opportunities specifically aimed at

improving their professional practice in an online environment.

Consequences for Students Who Do Not Meet Expectations

If a student does not submit assignments or abide by the directives of the school three (3) times during
a semester (See Admission Agreement right), he/she may be exited from HVA and will be expected to
return to the resident school district. Cases will be evaluated on an individual, case-by-case basis, with
the motivation for any such action focused on the best educational interests of the student.

Enrollment and Withdrawal Procedures

Enrollment

HVA admits all students in grades K-6 who choose to attend and who meet the eligibility criteria. No
student will be denied admission based on race, ethnicity, gender, religion, family  income, national
origin, or disability. Enrollment in HVA is open only to residents of Texas.

If a student currently attending a Hutto ISD school wishes to enroll in HVA, he/she should contact their
home campus for the digital application. Please note: Transfers need to have approval of Hutto ISD
administration before enrollment can occur.

● Parents will request a transfer to the HVA through our online system, which will be shared with
K-6th grade parents once it is established.  Once the information is received, we will review to
determine if the student meets the criteria.

● Enrollment will be capped at approximately 900 students or 10% of Hutto ISD’s current
enrollment.

● Once transferred, students will remain in the HVA until the end of the semester.  At that time,
students will have the opportunity to transfer to in-person learning.

Open enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year begins October 18 and ends Oct 25, 2021 at 5 pm.

All Kinder - 6th grade students that meet the following criteria are eligible for enrollment at HVA:

● Based on Last Year:
○ Achieved “meets grade level” performance or higher on each STAAR assessment taken

during the preceding school year if the students was in 3rd or 5th Grade
○ Approaching grade level standard on RenSTAR reading and math assessments if the

student was in Kinder, 1st, 2nd, or 4th grades
○ Earned at least a C in all foundation curriculum courses for the year (social studies,

science, English Language Arts, & Math)
○ Had fewer than 18 unexcused absences for the year (this is the number of absences a

student is allowed to miss before they could lose credit)

● Based on Current Year
○ Earned at least a C in all foundation curriculum courses for the first 6 or 9 weeks (social

studies, science, English Language Arts, & Math)
○ Has fewer than 5 unexcused absences for this year



○ Students can be returned to in-person learning if the student does not continue to meet
criteria for the current year, including absences

○ Students are required to interact with their teacher during synchronous learning
sessions

7-12th grade students who have qualified for Homebound services or are medically fragile will have the
option of continuing virtual instruction full-time as part of the River Horse Academy.

Immunizations and Exemptions

No child shall attend any school in Texas without first presenting up-to-date immunization records, as
required, or an exemptions certificate.

Change of Contact Information

Contact information is part of each student’s educational record and must be current at all  times.
Parents are required to notify the school of any change in name, mailing and/or shipping  address,
email, phone number, emergency contact and responsible adult or court order  designating a change in
guardianship. Contact the HVA administrative office as soon as  possible if any contact information
changes.

Non-Discrimination Statement

In its efforts to promote nondiscrimination, Hutto ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race,
religion, color, national origin, gender, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or
disability in providing education services, activities, and programs, including vocational programs, in
accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational
Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. The following
district staff members have been designated to coordinate compliance with these legal requirements:

● Title IX Coordinator, for concerns regarding discrimination on the basis of sex: contact the
Executive Director of School Support, 200 College Street, Hutto, TX 78634 (512) 759-3771.

● Section 504 Coordinator, for concerns regarding discrimination on the basis of disability: contact
the Director of Curriculum, 200 College Street, Hutto, TX 78634 (512) 759-3771 .

● All other concerns regarding discrimination: Contact the Executive Director of School Support,
200 College Street, Hutto, TX 78634 (512) 759-3771.

Confidentiality Agreement

HVA makes every attempt to keep all student information confidential. HVA will not give out  student
information without the written permission of the parent or guardian. All students and  parents will
receive usernames and passwords to log into the Learning Management System.  HVA strongly
encourages students and parents not to share their usernames and passwords.

Academic Honesty Policy
According to the Hutto ISD Code of Conduct, a student shall not “engage in academic dishonesty,
including cheating, copying the work of another, plagiarism, or unauthorized collaboration with
another person in preparing an assignment.”



Plagiarism is defined by Webster’s Dictionary as “stealing and passing off (the ideas or words of
another) as one's own : use (another's production) without crediting the source.”  Specific examples of
this can be:

● Using words or ideas from a source, but rephrasing the material to your own words.
● Copying another student's work, or having another student complete your work.
● Using information from another source without properly citing or giving credit.

Students who commit plagiarism of any type are subject to the HISD Code of Conduct for academic
dishonesty.

State and District Testing

Students enrolled in HVA are required to participate in Texas’s standardized testing (STAAR test)
in-person. State and federal law requires HVA to administer these tests. A major responsibility of
students and  parents is to make certain students take these tests as directed.  Additionally, students
enrolled in HVA will be required to participate in periodic screener tests to gauge academic growth
which may require monitoring or in-person participation.

Failure to take the state-required tests will result in your dismissal from Hutto Virtual  Academy.

Information will be sent to students and parents when testing dates are determined.
● Grade 3
● Grade 4
● Grade 5
● Grade 6

Grading and Progress

The HVA grade book is integrated into Connexus to allow parents and guardians to view student grades
at any time. Student grades will be based on assignments, quizzes, tests,  portfolios and online
discussions. Hutto ISD will continue to provide progress reports and report cards to parents the same as
with in-person students.

Hutto ISD Kindergarten and First Grade report cards are not compatible with the online grading system
used by Pearson.  For in-person learning, we use a system of rating different skill sets.  Pearson’s online
system only uses a numeric system.  The report card parents will receive will only indicate whether a
student is being successful or not in their online classes.  Parents might find the individual grades
within Connexus more helpful in monitoring student progress.

2nd-6th Grading Scale

Percentage Letter Grade

93-100% A

90-92% A-

87-89% B+

83-86% B

80-82% B-



77-79% C+

73-76% C

70-72% C-

67-69% D+

63-66% D

60-62% D-

0-59% F

Student Progress and Report Cards

A parent may log on to the Learning Management System at any time to view a student’s  academic
progress. Report cards will be issued by HVA and copies will be available in the Connexus Learning
Management System through the parent login. Final Grade Reports will be  issued at the end of the
school year and will be sent by mail. Teachers will communicate frequently with guardians, throughout
the school year, to ensure that student progress is  satisfactory.

Academic Support

Students should contact their course instructor/course teacher with questions regarding their  grades
or questions related to course content. Instructors may be contacted via webmail or by  calling the
teacher during office hours.

Live Lesson should be used when students are having trouble understanding a concept or need  extra
help or a different explanation of a concept. To utilize Live Lesson, you will need to  schedule a time
with the teacher.

A local HVA teacher is available, by appointment, to assist students and/or parents. To meet  with the
local teacher, please call the HVA administrative office at 414-773-3400 to arrange a  meeting location,
date and time. The local HVA teacher is available to provide educational  support, help navigate the
LMS and/or address any questions and concerns.

Connecting to School Community

HVA will plan school-sponsored events throughout the school year to allow students to benefit  from
socialization and educational components. While attendance is not mandatory, it is a  wonderful
opportunity for both students and parents to socialize.

Students must have written permission to attend school-sponsored activities. Submit  permission slips
to the HVA office. Any student who does not have written permission on file  with the school will not
be permitted to attend the school-sponsored event. Parents will be  responsible for transportation to
and from the event and any fees that may be associated with  an event.



Special Education

HVA provides a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) to those students with special needs.  The
school will meet the individual needs of the student by customizing pacing guides, assignment due
dates and/or developing an Individual Education Program (IEP) in accordance with  the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). There is no cost to parents for any special  education programming
and related services provided to the student.  Any student entering the virtual school will need an ARD
meeting prior to beginning classes.

Use of Internet Regulations

The nature of online schooling through HVA requires students and staff to access the Internet.  The
Internet is a very exciting educational tool that can greatly benefit instruction and learning.  Research,
collaborative learning, and exchange of educational ideas and information are  regularly pursued on the
Internet. HVA administration believes there are appropriate  regulations in place to maximize effective
educational use of the Internet and minimize abuse  of the opportunity being provided to HVA
students. Ethical, efficient and legal use of any network is the key to a successful linkage with the
Internet. Accordingly, regulations for  participation by anyone on the Internet shall include but not be
limited to the following:

1. Users must demonstrate honesty, integrity and respect for others at all times.  Appropriate
etiquette and language shall be required.

2. Students and parents will be able to communicate with teachers and principal via the closed
webmail system in the LMS. Even though this email is secure, e-mail is not  guaranteed to be
private on the Internet. Therefore, only appropriate teacher and  student messages shall be
allowed.

3. No personal photographs, personal addresses, personal phone numbers or last names  will be
permitted in student use of the Internet.

4. Illegal activities, including copyright or contract violations, shall not be permitted. The  Internet
may not be used for financial or commercial gain.

5. Threatening, profane or abusive messages shall be forbidden.
6. No activities shall be allowed which may damage or interrupt equipment or any  networking

system.
7. Any attempt to alter, harm or destroy the data of another user of the Internet, or any  network

on the Internet, shall be forbidden.
8. No user is permitted to upload or create a computer virus on the Internet or any  networking

system.
9. A user shall not attempt to access any Internet resources or entities not previously  authorized

by the teacher.
10. Invading the privacy of another user, or using their account, shall not be tolerated.  11.

Impersonating another user, including a staff member or another student, shall not be
tolerated.

11. Posting personal messages outside of classroom content shall be forbidden.  13. Sending or
posting anonymous messages shall be forbidden.

12. Perusing or otherwise accessing obscene or pornographic material, or using profanity in
messages, shall be forbidden.

13. Perusing or otherwise accessing information on manufacturing bombs or other  incendiary
devices shall be forbidden.



14. Product advertising, political lobbying, or sending messages involving illegal activities,  shall not
be permitted. Violations shall be reported to the teacher when evidence of  such is encountered
on the Internet.

15. Students will work within the confines of the infrastructure for messaging, bulletin/ discussion
board use, and virtual chat (unless directed elsewhere by the instructor).  18. When a security
problem is detected, it shall be reported immediately to the teacher.  The problem shall not be
demonstrated to other users.

16. Suspension from HVA may result for a user who accesses, sends, receives, or configures
electronically any profane or obscene language or pictures. The user shall also be held  to local
rules and consequences.

Student Agreement For Acceptable Use Of The Electronic Communications System

All students are given access to Hutto ISD's electronic communications system. Through this system,
they will be able to communicate with other schools, colleges, organizations, and people around the
world through the Internet and other electronic information systems/networks. They will have access
to hundreds of databases, libraries, and computer services all over the world. In consideration for the
privilege of using Hutto ISD's electronic communications system, and in consideration for having access
to the public networks, families who allow their children to use our electronic communication system
hereby release Hutto ISD, its operators, and any institutions with which they are affiliated from any and
all claims and damages of any nature arising from the use of, or inability to use, the system, including,
without limitation, the type of damage identified in Hutto ISD’s policy and administrative regulations.
With this educational opportunity comes responsibility. It is important that you read the Hutto ISD
policy, administrative regulations, and agreement form and ask questions if you need help in
understanding them. Inappropriate system use will result in the loss of the privilege to use this
educational tool. A student’s computer use is not private and Hutto ISD will monitor their activity on
the computer system. Please note that the Internet is a network of many types of communication and
information networks. It is possible that you may run across areas of adult content and some material
you might find objectionable. While Hutto ISD will use filtering technology to restrict access to such
material, it is not possible to absolutely prevent such access. It will be the student’s responsibility to
follow the rules for appropriate use. It is all staff members’ responsibility to educate students about
appropriate online behavior, including interactions with other individuals on social networking
sites/chat rooms, and cyber bullying awareness and response. The ultimate success of this system is
dependent upon the honor, integrity, and exercise of good judgment by each individual user.

Rules For Appropriate Use

● A student will be assigned an individual account, and he/she is responsible for not sharing the

password for that account with others.

● The account is to be used for educational purposes only.

● The student will be held responsible at all times for the proper use of your account, and

● Hutto ISD may suspend or revoke his/her access if he/she violates the rules.

● All Internet use by students must be supervised by adults or on district approved software

which can be monitored. The student must have permission to use the Internet and must be

supervised by Hutto ISD staff.

● Students cannot access personal email, i.e. Gmail, yahoo, etc.

● Students cannot download or upload any programs or files of any type without prior permission

from the HISD Staff.

● Students may not harm, misuse, or destroy any of the equipment, software, or programs that



are part of this system or any other agency or network accessible through this system. Any such

harm or misuse is subject to disciplinary action and/or criminal prosecution.

Inappropriate Uses
● Using the system for any illegal purpose.

● Disabling or attempting to disable any Internet filtering device.

● Encrypting communications to avoid security review.

● Borrowing someone's account with or without permission.

● Posting personal information about yourself or others (such as addresses and phone numbers).

● Downloading or using copyrighted information without permission from the copyright holder.

● Intentionally introducing a virus to the computer system.

● Posting messages or accessing materials that are abusive, obscene, sexually oriented,

threatening, harassing, damaging to another's reputation, or illegal. If a student comes across

this type of material, they are to report it to their teacher immediately.

● Wasting school resources through the improper use of the computer system, including, but not

limited to: personal email account access (e.g. Gmail, AOL, Yahoo, etc.), instant messaging,

online shopping, personal use of streaming media such as online radio stations or video

broadcasts, or participating in chats (chat rooms) unless sponsored and overseen by District

staff.

● Playing games that are not instructional or educational, including, but not limited to Internet

games, games brought from outside of the district, or downloaded.

● Gaining unauthorized access to restricted information or resources.

● Downloading, installing, or running programs without explicit permission from the HISD

Technology Department.

● Use that violates the student code of conduct.

Consequences For Inappropriate Use

● Suspension of access to the system;

● Revocation of the computer system account; or

● Other disciplinary or legal action, in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct and

applicable laws.

Notifications

FERPA

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students over 18  years of
age ("eligible students") certain rights with respect to the student's education records.  These rights
are:

1. The right to inspect and review the student's education records within 45 days of the  day that
the School receives a request for access. Parents or eligible students should  submit to the
School a written request that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect.  The School official
will make arrangements for access and notify the parent or eligible  student of the time and
place where the records may be inspected.



2. The right to request an amendment of the student’s education records that the parent  or
eligible student believes is inaccurate. Parents or eligible students may ask the School  to amend
a record that they believe is inaccurate. They should write to the School  Principal, clearly
identify the part of the record they want to change, and specify why it  is inaccurate. If the
School decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent  or eligible student, the
School will notify the parent or eligible student of the decision  and advise them of their right to
a hearing regarding the request for amendment.  Additional information regarding the hearing
procedures will be provided to the parent  or eligible student when notified of the right to a
hearing.

3. The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in  the
student's education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure  without
consent. One exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is disclosure  to school
officials with legitimate educational interests. A school official is a person  employed by the
School as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff  member; a person serving on
the School Board; a person or company with whom the  School has contracted to perform a
special task (such as an attorney, auditor, medical  consultant, or therapist); or a parent or
student serving on an official committee, such  as a disciplinary or grievance committee, or
assisting another school official in  performing his or her tasks. A school official has a legitimate
educational interest if the  official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or
her professional  responsibility.

4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged  failures
by the School District to comply with the requirements of FERPA.

The name and address of the office that administers FERPA is:
Family Policy Compliance Office

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20202-5901

Under FERPA, the school may disclose, without consent, “directory information” on the student.
“Directory information” means information contained in an education record of a  student that would
not generally be considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed. It  can include the student’s
name, student’s address, telephone number, email address, student’s  date and place of birth, dates of
attendance, student’s achievement awards or honor, dates of  graduation, and student’s grade. The
parent is required to notify HVA that they wish to opt  out information that they want to include in the
School Directory by contacting the school  office administrative assistant.

Privacy Policy

HVA will abide by the student privacy guidelines set forth by the Family Educational Rights and  Privacy

Act (FERPA). Only the Principal, teachers, school counselor and appropriate  administrative support

staff will have access to students’ records.

HVA provides an academic transcript to the student's primary school of record upon  completion of the

online course(s), or upon any request of the primary school and/or student's  legal guardian.

In accordance with state and federal privacy laws, students who attain the age of 18 may transfer

certain rights related to their academic records. To learn more about this, please  contact the Principal.

No member of the HVA staff is authorized to release student information without the written
permission of the student’s legal guardian or without approval of the Principal.



Names, images, and/or coursework of HVA’s students will not be published in print, video/film,  or on
our website without written student and guardian consent.

HVA provides all students with a unique password to access online courses. The student is  responsible
for keeping his/her password confidential.

Statistical Information: HVA uses a web statistics tracking application to track visitors to the  website,
but this data does not include any personally identifying information such as name or  email address.
Individual identifying information is not provided to any other party without  parent/guardian consent,
or as otherwise required by law. However, aggregated and  anonymous data about groups of members
may be collected and shared with participating  agencies and/or companies. An example of such
information might include, "X% of visitors who  come to our site between the hours of 7:00 and 9:00
p.m.”

Security Information

All the data provided to HVA is protected to ensure both the privacy and security of parent and  student
data. The school uses state-of-the art technology to keep personal information as  secure as possible to
ensure that no one will be able to tamper with, intercept or access parent  and student data.
Parents/guardians are asked to keep account information private and secure  and directed not to share
passwords with other people.


